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Detailed Action 

1 . Acknowledgement is made of the preliminary amendment filed on 1/5/2006. Claims 1-6 
have been cancelled and claims 7-12 have been newly added by applicant. Claims 7-12 are 
currently pending. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to because each of the reference numerals in Figs. 1-5 lacks a 
descriptive label. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the 
sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended 
drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the 
appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the 
remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of 
the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be 
necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after 
the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" 
or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Objections 

3. Claim 7 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

In lines 21, 24, claim 7, replace the words "data package" with "data packet." 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or ;i foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 7-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kolblin et al. 
(USP 6,216,172). 

Regarding claim 7, Kolblin discloses a method of allocating station addresses to 
communication users arranged in a bus system (allocating addresses to bus subscribers, col. 2, 
lines 48-53col.3, lines 35-39, abstract), wherein communication on the bus system is organized 
in communication cycles, and 

a first communication user (controlling station, col. 3, lines 20-22) is configured to: 

autonomously transmit data on the bus system, 

allocate data to a station address (allocate serial number to a bus subscriber, col. 2, lines 
54-57), the data uniquely identifying (unique serial number for subscribers col. 2, lines 54-57) a 
further communication user (identifying a bus subscriber, col. 2, lines 34-37, 54-57), or 



Application/Control Number: 10/563,502 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2416 

characterize the station address as not allocated (shows addresses which is not yet listed, col. 3, 
lines 57-61), the method comprising the following steps to be executed in one communication 
cycle: 

transmitting a first data packet to each station address by the first communication user 
(sending by circular telegram a list of the addresses already reserved, col. 3, lines 20-29), 
the first data packet including data allocated to the respective station address (the telegram 
includes the addresses reserved for subscribers, col. 3, lines 20-29), the data uniquely identifying 
the respective further communication user (the addresses identifying the users, col. 3, lines 20- 
29, col. 4, lines 25-26); 

transmitting a second data packet to the first communication user by at least one of the 
further communication users (bus subscriber writes a telegram claiming its provisional address 
into its send buffer, col. 3, lines 40-43), the second data packet including the station address (bus 
subscriber reveals its provisional address) and data uniquely identifying the at least one further 
communication user (address identifying the bus subscriber, col. 3, lines 40-43); 

allocating the data uniquely identifying the at least one further communication user to 
the station address of the at least one further communication user, by the first communication 
user (requesting commencement of address location by the controlling station, col. 3, lines 35- 
39); and 

transmitting a third data packet to all communication users different from the first 
communication user (transmitting a telegram to the bus subscriber, col. 3, lines 50-61), by the 
first communication user, the third data packet including information about which of the station 
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addresses are characterized as not allocated (the telegram indicates whether the provisional 
address claimed is already contained in the list, col. 3, lines 50-61), wherein such communication 
user which has already transmitted the second data packet uniquely identifying such 
communication user in a previous communication cycle and which will receive the first data 
packet in a subsequent communication cycle (the bus subscriber has already written a telegram 
claiming a provisional address and received a list of reserved addresses from the controlling 
station, col. 3, lines 40-43, col. 3, 20-29), the first data packet then having data not uniquely 
identifying such communication user (the telegram in which an address is claimed the same as its 
own address/same address for two or more bus subscribers, col. 3, lines 50-61), 

automatically changes its station address to correspond to one of the station addresses 
characterized as not allocated, based on the third data packet (the procedure is repeated until an 
address found which is not yet listed, col. 3, lines 57-61). 

Regarding claim 8, Kolblin discloses the method according to claim 7, wherein the 
communication cycles have a variable cycle time (delay time is random value, col. 3, lines 30- 
43). 

Regarding claim 9, Kolblin discloses the method according to claim 7, further 
comprising: 

storing device information about the at least one further communication user in a 
memory device assigned to the at least one further communication user (storing serial number of 
each bus subscriber in non-volatile memory, col. 2, lines 33-37); 
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accessing the stored device information via the bus system by the first communication 
user (controlling station requests the serial number, col. 4, lines 20-24); and 

reading the stored device information by the first communication user (serial number is 
revealed by the controlling station, col. 4, lines 20-24). 

Regarding claim 10, Kolblin discloses the method according to claim 9, further 
comprising automatically configuring the bus system by repeating the method steps (procedure is 
repeated until an address is found which is not yet listed, col. 3, lines 57-61). 

Regarding claim 11, Kolblin discloses a communication user in a bus system having 
station addresses, comprising an allocation mechanism configured to allocate data uniquely 
(allocate unique serial number for subscribers col. 2, lines 54-57) identifying a further 
communication user to at least one station address of the bus system (identifying a bus 
subscriber, col. 2, lines 34-37, 54-57) and to characterize at least a further station address as not 
allocated (shows addresses which is not yet listed, col. 3, lines 57-61). 

Regarding claim 12, Kolblin discloses a communication user in a bus system having 
station addresses, comprising: 

a transmission mechanism for transmitting a second data packet to a first 
communication user (bus subscriber writes a telegram claiming its provisional address into its 
send buffer, col. 3, lines 40-43), the second data packet including data uniquely identifying the 
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communication user (bus subscriber reveals its provisional address identifying the the bus 
subscriber, col. 3, lines 40-43); and 

an address mechanism for automatically changing a current station address of the 
communication user (the procedure is repeated until an address found which is not yet listed, col. 
3, lines 57-61). 
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Conclusion 

5 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin Mew whose telephone number is 571-272-3 141 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi Pham can be reached on 571-272-3 179. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Chi H Pham/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 
2416 

2/6/09 



/K. M.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 2416 



